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From Your City Clerk

Michigan’s New Photo
ID Requirements

MICHIGAN’S NEW
LAW MANDATES ALL
VOTERS TO PRESENT
VALID PHOTO ID AT
THE POLLS OR COM-
PLETE AN AFFIDAVIT
OF VOTER NOT IN
POSSESSION OF PIC-
TURE IDENTIFICA-
TION.

Michigan’s New
Election Law mandates all
registered voters to present
valid photo identification at
the polls effective
November 6, 2007, before
a ballot will be issued.
Voters who arrive to their
respective polling places
without valid photo identi-
fication will be required to
complete an Affidavit of
Voter Not in Possession of
Picture Identification
before a ballot will be
issued.

As we prepare to imple-
ment this New Michigan
Election Law, my para-
mount interest as your City
Clerk, is to ensure that no
registered voter is disen-
franchised or denied the
right to vote in any of our
polling locations. I, there-
fore, urge any Detroit voter
who does not have a valid
photo ID, to visit a
Secretary of State branch
office to obtain a Michigan
Identification card (for
those that do not drive)

prior to Election Day.
Below is a list of accept-

ed forms of photo IDs:
• Michigan driver’s license

or a Michigan personal
identification card

• Driver’s license or
Personal identification
card issued by another
state

• Federal or state govern-
ment-issued photo identi-
fication

• U.S. Passport
• Military identification

card with photo
• Current student identifi-

cation card with photo
from a high school or an
accredited institution of
higher education.

• Tribal identification with
photo

Again, those voters who
arrive at their polling loca-
tions without a valid photo
ID will be required to com-
plete an Affidavit of Voter
Not in Possession of
Picture Identification
before a ballot will be
issued. If you have any
questions concerning the
new Michigan Voter ID
Law, contact us at (313)
876-0190 or Michigan
Department of State,
Bureau of Elections at
(517) 373-2540.

Let’s be prepared!
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LLOOOOKKIINNGG  AAHHEEAADD
JJaannuuaarryy  1155,,  22000088——PPrreessiiddeennttiiaall  PPrriimmaarryy
By Daniel A. Baxter, Director of Elections

Governor Jennifer Granholm has made it official – next
year’s Presidential Primary will be held on January 15, 2008.

What does this mean for the electorate in the city of Detroit?

Voters must be prepared to do the following when voting
in the Presidential Primary:

To vote in the presidential primary, voters must
indicate, in writing, which political party ballot he
or she wishes to cast their vote with (forms will be
available at the polling locations for voters to do
so). This means that at least two types of ballots will
be available at the polls on Election Day –
Democratic or Republican. 

If there are proposals and/or additional offices
other than President on the ballot, a third ballot
will be available to voters wishing to vote exclusive-
ly on proposals and offices other than President.
Voters must specify that they desire to receive the
third ballot to cast their vote.

Those who prefer to vote by absentee ballot must
also, on their absentee voter application, specify
which political party ballot or third ballot he or she

wishes to receive and vote by mail.

The law stipulates that the political party ballot selections
made by the voters, who participate in the Presidential
Primary, must be forwarded to the political parties to support
party activities but cannot be shared with anyone else.
Political parties may use the compiled political party ballot
selection information and establish penalties for the misuse of
the information.

In the August 5, 2008 State Primary and November 4,
2008 State General Elections, voters will not be asked to
disclose any party preference information.

Voters must be aware that if both parties decide to use anoth-
er method to select their respective delegates to nominate a
President at their national convention, the Secretary of State
may cancel the January 15th election. Under the law, by
November 14, 2007, the chairperson of each participating
political party must notify the Secretary of State if his or her
party will be using a method other than the results of the
January 15th Presidential Primary to select delegates to vote
for president at their national convention. On November 15,
2007, if the Secretary of State determines that all participat-
ing political parties will be using a method other than the
Presidential Primary she must cancel the election.

For more info regarding the Presidential Primary you may
contact the Detroit Department of Elections at 313 876-0190.

Thank you Detroit Poll Workers
To work the polls in Detroit
requires committing fifteen
hours for training and three
hours thereafter prior to
every election for refresher
training. The commitment
does not end with just train-
ing. On Election Day, Poll
workers are required to be at
their assigned precincts at
5:45 A.M..

Mothers with little children
have to make special
arrangements for baby-sit-
ting. Those without trans-
portation have to be at the
bus stations about an hour or
an hour and a half early so as
to meet the bus schedules.
Even our beloved seniors
that work the polls, are not
exempt from the supreme
sacrifices.

Upon arrival at their assigned

polling locations on Election
Day, they are required to get
the precincts ready for the
voters before 7:00 A.M.(set-
ting up the voting booths,
posting signs, setting up the
tabulating machines to accept
ballots etc.).

Remember that these poll
workers arrive at their loca-
tions at 5:45 A.M. They are
required to remain at their
assigned location until
about 10 P.M. This is a
commitment of about six-
teen hours.

Thinking about these sacri-
fices, one wonders why
someone will decide to be
involved in such a challeng-
ing undertaking just for a one
day’s job. Should this be
about making money? Well,
compared to the amount that

an average poll worker
receives, the money is not
commensurate to the com-
mitment. Some people take a
day off from their better pay-
ing jobs in order to work the
polls on Election Day. Is it
about meeting other people?
Well, there are other things
one can do with time and still
meet other people without
committing an average of
sixteen straight hours. 

What benefit does one derive
for such a supreme commit-
ment? As I wrestled unsuc-
cessfully for an answer,
something came to mind and
I decided to inquire from
some of our poll workers.
They stated that their com-
mitment to work the polls
was born out of their spirit of
patriotism, commitment to

make a difference and to
guard the door of democracy
so that it will not perish from
the face of the earth.
President Abraham Lincoln
reminded us of this in his
Gettysburg address to the
young Nation.

To all Detroit poll workers,
who make these supreme
sacrifices every year, we
salute you for your support
to the process and for
assisting the Department of
Elections. 

Without you, it will almost
be impossible to conduct an
election in the city of
Detroit. We are appreciative
of your sacrifices and ask
that you do not relent in
your services to the citizens
of this great city.
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INSTRUCTION BALLOT
FOR VOTERS

ELECTION

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2007

CITY OF DETROIT

RREEMMEEMMBBEERR!!
IN ORDER TO VOTE YOU MUST SHOW A

VALID PHOTO ID OR SIGN AN

AFFIDAVIT OF VOTER NOT IN 

POSSESSION OF PICTURE IDENTIFICATION

AT THE POLLS ON ELECTION DAY 
*See cover story for acceptable forms of Photo ID

OR
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VOTING IN DETROIT JUST GOT FRIENDLIER
IT’S AS EASY AS 1-2-3

1. Study your ballot carefully, decide which candidates you will vote for before making
any marks on your ballot.

2. Vote the entire ballot.
3. If you spoil your ballot, ask for another one.
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From the Desk of the Director
On Tuesday, November 6, 2007, an Election will be held
in Detroit for the purpose of electing candidates for the
Board of Education of the Detroit Public Schools. The
Election is citywide. Therefore, each of the seven (7)
School Board Districts will have candidates to appear on
their respective ballots. A Detroit Public Schools adviso-
ry question and a Wayne County Community College
District milleage reauthorization proposal will also
appear on the ballot.

To determine your respective school board district and
polling location, please refer to the above political com-
position chart. The chart features your school board dis-
trict, voting location and your district and precinct.

Also, please be advised that due to school closures,
building changes and a decrease in registered voters in
Detroit, precincts were consolidated. Prior to the consol-
idation, Detroit had 620 precincts. We now have 529
precincts. Voters who are affected by the precinct consol-
idation will receive new voter registration cards prior to
Election Day.

REMEMBER:

• When going to vote on Election Day, be prepared to
show an acceptable form of photo identification. If you

do not have photo identification, to vote you must fill
out and sign an Affidavit of Voter Not in Possession of
Picture Identification.

• You must vote at your assigned district and precinct.
Michigan Election Law mandates that the address on
your driver’s license or state identification card must
match your voter registration address. Therefore, if the
address on your driver’s license or state identification
card is different from the address on the above political
composition chart, chances are you are not registered to
vote in the above district and precinct.

• If you are not certain where to vote, please do not hesi-
tate to contact the Registration Division of the
Department of Elections at (313) 876-0190.

• Study your sample ballot and the voting instructions
before Election Day and you will be properly equipped
to engage in the democratic process.

• The polls open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.
Anyone in line before the polls close will be allowed to
vote.

• When voting, fill in the oval to the right of the name of
the candidate of your choice.
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